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in 1858, he was lecturing in New England, and
Whittier wrote him this note, dated Ainesbury,
10th 12th mo.: " Can thee not make us a call be-
fore leaving New England ? We want a lecture
from thee, and that old pocket-book, which thee
remembers was so ostentatiously displayed at the
close of thy lecture some years ago, is good for
$40. But lecture, or none, come and see us. Our
dear mother can no longer welcome thee, but sis-
ter and I shall be glad to see thee. Elizabeth
expects the feather-pocket from Lofoden! "

The poem now entitled " The Preacher" was
originally called " The Great Awakening," and it
was sent to the " Atlantic," as was also " The Red
River Voyageur," and recalled for publication
in the " National Era " by the following note to
Lowell, dated December 29, 1858. The same note
inclosed a poem that was soon after published in
the " Atlantic " : "I send herewith 'The Double-
Headed Snake of JSTewbury.' If it is suited for
your meridian, use it. As to the other two pieces,
' The Great Awakening,' and ' The Yoyageur on
the Red River,' do me the favor to return them by
the bearer of this, the expressman between your
city and Amesbury. I want them, immediately.
. . . Mrs. Stowe's story ["The Minister's Woo-
ing"] opens admirably. I wish, however, she
would give more local coloring and atmosphere to
her picture, so that we may know what part of the
world we are in, in what age, as respects costume,
etc., and what climate. In other respects the tale
is very striking in its promise."

" The Double-Headed Snake of Newbury," here